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•	 �In order to ensure effective implementation, a steering committee is to be set up for the 
Kingdom’s Arctic strategy, reinforced foreign policy coordination and cooperation, and  
intensified public diplomacy / public relations work regarding the Arctic.

The Kingdom’s strategy for the Arctic 

marks an important milestone towards 

2020 and beyond and aims to contribute 

to a sound foundation for positive devel-

opment in the Arctic into the future. The 

Kingdom consists of three societies, each 

with their own political priorities and social 

structures. Therefore, the strategy’s im-

plementation in each individual area will 

be adjusted to each part of the Realm’s 

unique legislation, political priorities and 

budget issues. 

The Kingdom’s Arctic strategy falls within 

the existing division of competences and 

responsibilities between the State and 

Greenland’s Self-Government, and the 

State and the Government of the Faroes. 

A chief aim of the Arctic strategy is to pro-

mote information exchange and coordina-

tion of efforts in all areas related to devel-

opment in the Arctic, and thereby to obtain 

a clearer focus on common priorities and 

promote collaboration internally and exter-

nally where there is mutual interest. The 

strategy will thus provide the framework 

for Arctic-related activities of the Kingdom 

and the three parts of the Realm towards 

2020. 

A number of measures will be initiated 

immediately to ensure the effective imple-

mentation of the strategy: 

•	 �A cross-disciplinary Steering Committee 

is to be established for the Arctic Strat-

egy, consisting of representatives of 

the government (ministries with Arctic 

activities), the Government of Green-

land and the Government of the Faroes 

at high level. The steering committee is 

to meet on a biannual basis as a mini-

mum. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will 

serve as chairman and secretariat of the 

steering committee in close collabora-

tion with the Government of Greenland 

and the Government of the Faroes and 

the Prime Minister’s Office. In order to 

promote the coordination of activities 

and safeguarding of the Kingdom’s in-

terests in the Arctic, the Foreign Ministry 

will appoint a special Representative for 

the Arctic.

•	 �In collaboration between the Govern-

ment, the Government of Greenland 

and the Government of the Faroes 

concrete efforts are to be initiated to 

bolster foreign and security policy co-

ordination and cooperation with regard 

to the Arctic. In addition to the existing 

dialogue mechanisms (also at ministe-

rial level) and the establishment of a 

cross-disciplinary platform qua steering 

committee for the Arctic strategy, ele-

ments could include enhanced dialogue 

regarding multilateral and global eco-

nomic organizations and issues, more 

systematic cooperation through the 

network representation abroad, estab-

lishment of an exchange mechanism 

between the Department of Foreign 

Affairs in Nuuk and the Foreign Ministry 

in Copenhagen and also joint public di-

plomacy / advocacy efforts (see below). 

•	 �At the same time, the Arctic strategy 

represents an ambition for intensified 

and more systematic outreach efforts 

both in the three parts of the Realm 

and internationally, for example via the 
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representations abroad. This key en-

deavour, in the form of public diplomacy 

/ advocacy initiatives such as seminars, 

cooperation with think tanks, etc., could 

focus on issues such as how climate 

change affects the Arctic, the Arctic as 

a region of cooperation, the new trade 

opportunities in the Arctic, the King-

dom’s cultural and political diversity, 

international law and the Arctic, etc. The 

Foreign Ministry will allocate resources 

hereto. 

The Foreign Ministry, on behalf of the 

Government and in cooperation with the 

Government of Greenland and the Govern-

ment of the Faroes, will report annually on 

developments in the Arctic and the status 

of the Strategy’s implementation. The aim 

is to carry out a mid-term evaluation of 

the Strategy in 2014-2015 and consider 

the preparation of a new strategy in 2018-

2019. 
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